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St Michael and All Angels Church, Lyonshall with Snowdrops!  - February 2024



 

As I write this the sun is shining bright and the sky is the clearest blue - it feels like 
spring but there is frost and more cold weather to come.

Please think of all those who have no shelter or who cannot afford heating in this 
cold weather. There are food bank collections in Pembridge and Lyonshall Churches 
donations greatly appreciated. If you know someone who is in need please let me 
know.

This year Easter is very early; Ash Wednesday is on 14th Feb and Easter on March 31st. 
Please see the back of the magazine and the website for information about services. All 
are, as ever, welcome to join us at any service.

Please note the prayer group which meets every 1st Thursday at Moorcourt chapel 
at 9.30 where you are also welcome to join us for Quiet Prayer at 10.00. If you have 
anything you would like us to pray for please let me know by text or email.

Winter Sunday Morning

There is a palpable quietude
This winter Sunday morning,
As if the stillness
Calls creation to attend
To some great mystery
Hidden behind 
Appearance’s mask.

In my stammering way,
I prayed for awakening,
To glimpse colour
In all that is grey,
To hear the song
Sung in the depths of life,
To find the joy
Wrapped in suffering,
Darkness, and obscurity.

Bonnie Thurston



COPY DATE
Please make sure that all copies for the next issue are with

Your Parish Contact By 16th March.
For Advertising Email:  malcolmwthompson@btinternet.com

Thank You

PARISH
CONTACTS

Kington and District
Food Bank

are in need of the following items:

•  Tinned food  •  Dried food products
•  Toiletries     •  Sanitary items

If you would like to donate there is a 
collection point in Pembridge church 

or at The Steppes, Pembridge.

If you are in need or know of 
anybody who require food bank 

vouchers please contact Rev.  
Anna Branston on 07776 92458

Lyonshall
FOOD BANK

collection point
St. Michael and All Angels church at 
Lyonshall now has a collection box to 
receive items of food and toiletries for 
the local Kington Food Bank. In these 

days of uncertainty, the food bank is very 
much in need to help those who

find themselves in difficult situations.
All donations of non-perishable food with 
good use-by dates can be placed in the 

collection box inside the church, all items 
would be very much

appreciated and gratefully received
with thanks.

Pembridge – Jacqui Thomas
Jacqui.pitfield@yahoo.co.uk

Lyonshall – Jane Burgoyne
jeb@nashsoak.plus.com

Byton – Margaret Edwards
margaret@edwardsbyton.co.uk

Staunton – Debbie Weaver
debbieweaver92@gmail.com

Shobdon – Heather Weale
heatherweale@me.com



BYTON
Mr Simon Edwards 01544 267430
Mr Steve Weaver 01544 267815

PEMBRIDGE
Mrs Jacqui Thomas 01544 388471

Mrs Gill Smith 01544 388441

SHOBDON
Mr Terry Teale  terryteale100@gmail.com

PARISH CONTACTS
RECTOR - Rev. Anna Branston

The Rectory, Manley Crescent, Pembridge HR6 9EB
07777 692458  abranston2002@gmail.com

CHURCH WARDENS

Electronic Transfer (BACS) should be made to

• Lyonshall Lloyds - 30.99.50    Acc. 21808163
• Pembridge HSBC - 40.28.13    Acc. 71305085
• Staunton Lloyds - 30.94.99    Acc. 00114439

• Shobdon Santander - 09.01.52    Acc. 54109705
• Byton Lloyds - 30.94.99    Acc. 00509867

Should you wish to pay by cheque, please contact
The Rector for advice.

GIVING
Thank you for any donations you are able to give.

Donations can be given in the following ways; 

From The  Registers

 LYONSHALL Burial: 9th December 2023 – Philip Thomas

 BYTON Baptism: 25th November 2023 – Ivy Louise Oldershaw

• CHURCH CONTACTS •

LYONSHALL
Mrs Liz Avery 01544 340409

SHOBDON
Rev Anna Branston 07777 692458

STAUNTON-ON-ARROW
Mr Clive Edwards 01544 388831



MU Arrowvale Branch Report

We met at Shobdon Methodist Chapel for our November meeting.  We 

opened with prayers and then we considered the theme of Advent and the 

words that we use at this time especially.

The word Advent comes from the Latin adventus – meaning “coming”.  

Advent is a time of being alert, watchful and self-examination as we wait for 

the coming of the Light which draws us out of the darkness. We then Praise 

and Worship the arrival of the Infant Jesus.  However, the word Praise comes 

from the Greek (fem noun) which means brightness, splendour, and radiance.  

We also considered the word Worship, and a suggestion was put forward that 

worship is “an affirmation of something that is of worth”. We read Ephesians 

5: 8-14 “Live as Children of Light” and Christina Rossetti’s poem “Advent 

Sunday”.

After prayers for Advent and for Rise Up, the MU campaign against Domestic 

Violence, we had tea and biscuits.

In December, 8 members met for our Christmas lunch at the Corners Inn, 

Kingsland.  We set near the fire and tucked into some delicious food. 

We look forward to 2024.

We meet on the 4th Tuesday of the month at 2.30pm usually at Shobdon 

Methodist Chapel.  For further information and help with transport please 

contact Sarah Westaby 07711 556497 email:  sfewestaby@gmail.com



LYONSHALL NEWS

Philip Thomas 1949-2023
Philip’s death was a great sadness to us all as he had been a good friend and loyal 
member of our congregation in Lyonshall church for many years. He had also been a 
sidesman for 17 years and, together with Teresa, attended all our special events.
He particularly enjoyed Harvest Festival and his brother Robert and his wife Di nearly 
always joined them and came to the Lunch afterwards.
We are indebted to Philip and Teresa for the beautiful stained glass window in the 
chancel which is dedicated to their daughter Lucy who died tragically in her childhood.
We will now also remember Philip when we look at it.
We send our deepest sympathy to Teresa and Kate and James and their family.
 

Christmas 2023
Thank you to everyone who decorated Lyonshall church so beautifully and a special 
thank you to Lyonshall Nurseries who once again gave us a beautiful Christmas tree. 
Martin and Suzanne Hughes fetched the tree and decorated it so many thanks to them 
too.

The concert in church on December 2nd by the Ludlow Concert Band gave us an 
evening to put us in the festive spirit with a varied programme of tunes and some 
audience participation!

Thank you to all who got the church ready for the event, put Christmas lighting outside 
and inside the church and who made canapes and the festive drink and served them on 
the night. 

We had a very well attended Carol Service in church on December 17th, followed by 
mulled wine and mince pies and the draw for luxurious Christmas hampers.

The carol singing was lovely, greatly helped by the Arrowvale Choir and Tim Hollinghurst 
playing the organ.

Thank you to everyone who worked hard to make this event so successful and who 
gave mince pies and contributed so generously to the Draw.

Lyonshall 300 Club - December Draw Winners
1 – Darren Williams      2 – Paul Crawford     3 – Michelle Hester

4 – Fred Oliver       5 – Nick Spencer



Lyonshall Coffee Mornings
Coffee Mornings are held at Lyonshall Memorial Hall

every second Friday between 10 and 12 noon.
The next two dates for your diaries are

Friday February 9th and Friday March 8th.

Fundraising News
Our Coffee Mornings continue to be very generously supported. 
In December we raised a magnificent £310 which was donated to The 
Salvation Army, and in January we supported St Martin in-the-fields, a UK wide 
homelessness charity, with a donation of £200.
Come along to our monthly Coffee Mornings and meet old friends and new.
Enjoy refreshments, stalls and good company in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere 
and support a good cause at the same time.
For further details, contact Kathy Thompson on 01544 340386. Everyone 
welcome.

In Touch News Kington Medical Practice
We had another successful year with Covid and flu vaccination uptake. In 
September, 905 covid vaccines and in October 1190 vaccines were given in the 
surgery as well as 98 in nursing homes. The majority of these people also had 
the flu vaccine. A very big thank you to staff and volunteers for all of your hard 
work and thank you to all of the patients for your support and understanding. 
We are pleased to announce that Dr Mohammed is now a partner at Kington 
Medical Practice and is also the clinical lead for the surgery.
The practice has welcomed several new members of the reception team over 
the past few months and are actively recruiting for new clinical staff.
Sadly the surgery lost a valued member of staff from the dispensary team due 
to the death of Melissa. She will be greatly missed by all.
We would like to remind you to please only park in the disabled bays if you 
have a blue badge, these are for patients with mobility issues. 
The ambulance bay must be kept clear at all times as this needs to be available 
in case of emergency. Also, please do not park on the road near to the gates 
and dispensary as this causes a big hazard to people leaving and entering the 
car park. Please park in designated spaces.
We are planning another week in the community shop to raise funds for the 
surgery, date to be announced soon! Please think about us if you have a clear out.

Suzanne Hughes & Gill Kantolinna PPG Members



BYTON NEWS

Forthcoming Events

Wednesday, March 6th Bridge Drive and Tea at Kinsham Village Hall Starting at 2pm.
Please see details on poster.

Cross Carrying on Good Friday, meeting at 10.30 at the church with hot X buns and 
coffee to follow.

Easter Sunday. Communion will be at 9.30am.

SHOBDON NEWS

Carol service

It was lovely to see so many people at the Carol Service. We enjoyed mince pies and 
mulled cider after the service . Thank you to everyone who provided and served 
refreshments and decorated the church, it looked stunning.

A Note For Your Diary

On May 9th at 2.00 pm there will be lecture on 'Strawberry Hill’ in church. Afternoon 
tea will be served afterwards. There  will be more details in the next issue

Wednesday 6th March, 2pm
followed by afternoon tea

at
The Arkwright Hall,
Kinsham, LD8 2HN

£15 per person
Proceeds towards Byton Church

For more information, contact Mrs Margaret Edwards 01544 267430
margaret@edwardsbyton.co.uk

Afternoon
of Bridge



 SunCare
     A Trusted Home Care Service

Celebrating 25 years of providing 
care in the local community

 •  Personal care 
 •  Meal preparation.
 •  Medication.
 •  Domestic tasks and laundry.
 •  Assistance to go shopping or we
    can go for you.
 •  A sit in service for carers to enable     
    them to have time for themselves.

We care for the ones you love:
call us now in confidence

01544 231413
Email: info@suncarehomecare.co.uk

www.suncarehomecare.co.uk 

 
14 Broad Street 

HEREFORD 
 

01432 353481 

 
26a Broad Street 
LEOMINSTER 

  
01568 616333 

 
1-2 Chancery Lane 

HAY ON WYE 
 

01497 820312 

www.gabbs.biz 

We offer comprehensive legal advice to a wide range 
of clients both locally and across the UK 

Buying/Selling Property 
Cohabitation 
Family Law 

Wills, Probate, Tax & Trusts 
Commercial Property/Leases  

Business/Commercial 
Employment Law 

Litigation/Dispute Resolution 
Personal Injury 

 



Business Park
 

Offices and Warehousing
Individual offices

and business units for hire
Short or long term availability.

Contact Malcolm on
07825 060108

 
www.burgoynes-warehousing.co.uk

 
Burgoynes Lyonshall Ltd

HR5 3JR

15 Years Experience
in Foot Care



Lugg View Industrial Estate, 
Moreton-on-Lugg, Hereford,  HR4 8DP     

Call us today for all of your Signage 
and Printing requirements from
Business Cards to Vehicle Livery

01432 760700

SIGNAGE | VEHICLE GRAPHICS
PRINT | DISPLAY | EXHIBITIONS



PEMBRIDGE NEWS

Thank you
The Rector, Churchwardens and PCC would like to thank all who have supported the 
church during 2023. Support can be offered in a variety of ways – financially, either 
directly or indirectly or by donating time to help with the management of the actual 
building and it’s surroundings and by supporting our events team with the erection of 
marquees, furniture movement plus a variety of other unseen activities that make life in 
the church easier to manage. 
We are very grateful for this support and look forward to your continuing support in 
2024.

Easter Lilies
 If you would like to donate towards the purchase of Easter Lilies in memory of a loved 
one(s), please contact Gill on (01544)388441, email ianandgillian@gmail.com or leave 
your donation at Ye Olde Steppes or Bloom and Grind.   Please put your donation in 
an envelope together with your name and the name of the person to be remembered. 
Your lilies will be used in decorating the church for Easter.

Quiz Night
We will be holding our annual quiz night on March 2nd in Pembridge Village Hall. Please 
look out for posters nearer the time for further information. There will be a licensed bar.

Save the date- Friday 5th July – Concert with Bronwen Lewis
We have managed to book Welsh singer/songwriter, Bronwen Lewis, to perform in 
concert, in Pembridge Church on the evening of Friday 5th July this year.  Her warm 
music style sits somewhere between Country, Pop and Blues with a varied repertoire, 
from traditional Welsh hymns to Ed Sheeran.  She plays piano and guitar.
Bronwen appeared on the BBC’s The Voice back in 2014 when she brought Tom Jones 
to tears.  After this she starred in and sang the song “Bread and Roses” in the BAFTA 
Award Winning and Golden Globe nominated film “Pride”.  
During lockdown, Bronwen performed over 45 virtual concerts from her home studio 
and went viral on Tik Tok with her Welsh language covers of famous Pop songs, building 
herself a large fan base. She has also appeared in television specials, has supported Max 
Boyce on tour, and performed on BBC Radio 1. She now has her own programmes on 
(English speaking) Radio Wales.
Following her hugely successful 2022 tour, “From the Living Room”, Bronwen is back 
touring again with “More from the Living Room”.
We look forward to a lovely evening with Bronwen. Not only does she have an incredible 
voice but she is also a great entertainer, connecting with her audience through her 
likeable personality and her emotional and funny stories between the songs.
She has a successful you tube channel so why not try this link to introduce you to some 
of her music https://www.youtube.com/@bronwenlewis3323 

Woodcock Fayre.
The Woodcock Fayre raised nearly £2500 towards church funds. Many thanks to all 
who supported this major fundraiser of our year. 



 

Tony Jones & Son 
 
 

  
Electrical Contractor 

 
 

Contact Steve Jones on 
 

01544 230478  

 

Saturday  17th February & Saturday 16th March, 10.30am
in Pembridge Parish Hall

Home-made cakes  •  Coffee/tea  •  Chat and friendship
meet up with the neighbours 

Free but donations gratefully accepted
Hosted by   Parish Hall Committee, Pembridge Parish Council







OPEN
Wednesday to Saturday 11am - 4:30pm
Monday and Tuesday by appointment

East Street, Pembridge, HR6 9HB
Tel: 01544 388 842

Old Chapel Gallery
Contemporary Fine Arts and Crafts in Herefordshire

An eclectic collection of British contemporary
fine art, ceramics, glass, jewellery, wearables,

bronzes, prints, candles, cards
and garden sculpture.

www.oldchapelgallery.co.uk

Brand new 20x8ft
insulated shipping containers

Unbeatable rates with flexible
and customizable contracts

Safe and secure
Located between pembridge and shobdon

Contact James to find out more:

07527 288200
Hangarstorage1@gmail.com

Hangar Storage





Your Local Drainage
Specialists

Septic Tank & Sewage Treatment
Plant Sludge Removal

Sewage Treatment Plant Repairs
& New Installations

Sewage Treatment Plant Service
Inspections

Drain Jetting & CCTV Surveys
Drainage Repairs

Let Our Family Help Yours!

Tel: 01544 340098
info@turnwaterltd.co.uk
www.turnwaterltd.co.uk

Border Care Limited 
PROVIDING DAILY HOME 
CARE & LIVING OPTIONS 

Flexible Care that adapts to you needs 
01544 231500  

Border Care Ltd. is a local home care agency, 

with office premises at the Old Police station 
in Kington.

The senior staff at Border Care have 
lived in the Kington area for over 30 

years and have wide ranging 
experience in the social care sector. 

We would be pleased to visit you to 
discuss all aspects of support that you 
may need to enable you to stay in your 
own home. We cover Kington and the 

surrounding villages. Alternatively, 
please visit our office, which has 

disabled access: We would advise you 
to phone first, to ensure one of us is 

available to meet you. 
For an initial informal and confidential 

chat, please telephone Lorna or 
Lindsay or email us at 

bordercareltd@gmail.com 

Fully registered with the Care Quality 
Commission (CQC)  



HEREFORDSHIRE RESIDENTS URGED TO SUPPORT 
‘SURVIVING WINTER’ APPEAL 

Local charity Herefordshire Community Foundation 
(HCF) has launched its annual Surviving Winter appeal 
and is asking for donations to help the county’s vulnerable 
households and vital community spaces to stay warm over 
the colder months.  

Bridie Sullivan, Chief Executive, explains how local residents 
can help; “This year the Government is giving pensioners 
the Winter Fuel Payment and an additional cost of living 
payment. We're encouraging those who don't need this 
support to donate it to our appeal instead. If anyone else 
can make a contribution, large or small, it would be really 
appreciated too. 

The feedback we receive blows us away, as a relatively modest 
grant can make an enormous difference to someone’s life. 
Meanwhile, keeping community spaces warm is essential as it 
gives people a safe place to go and helps to combat loneliness 
and isolation.” 
If you would like to donate online, visit 

www.herefordshirecf.org/survivingwinter 

Alternatively, ring 01432 272550 to donate over the phone or 
send a cheque to Herefordshire Community Foundation, The 
Fred Bulmer Centre, Wall Street, Hereford HR4 9HP (please 
include a note that it is for Surviving Winter). 



DEX DECORATORS FOR 
COMPLETE DECORATION OF 

YOUR HOME

INTERIOR OR EXTERIOR, WE 
SPECIALISE IN GRADE I AND 

GRADE II LISTED

ECO FRIENDLY PRODUCTS to 
PROTECT YOUR HOME and PROTECT 

THE EARTH Our aim is to provide a 
high quality and friendly service at a 

reasonable cost   

www.dexdecorators.com
tel: 07956 509134

E: info@dexdecorators.com

Services Offered Are: 
Fungal Nails

In Grown Toenail 
Nail Trim & Tidy
Removal of Corns  
Removal of Callus

Verruca & Athletes Foot 
Treatments

Please call Jackie DipCFHP, MPSPract

07788 691737

FOOTSTEPS
MOBILE 

FOOT CARE





Covering all Beauty Treatments 
in our local Area. 

Based at Crump Oak Farm, Lyonshall 

Contact Amy on 07970 842124 

Further information on Facebook 

Covering all Beauty Treatments 
in our local Area. 

Based at Crump Oak Farm, Lyonshall 

Contact Amy on 07970 842124 

Further information on Facebook 





February / March 2024

Service details and magazine content available on-line at

www.arrowvalechurches.org.uk

Morning Prayer –  Monday Pembridge School 9.00

January 28th Week 4 Moorcourt Holy Communion  . . . . . 9.30
Candlemas Shobdon Holy Communion      . . . . . 9.30
 Lyonshall Holy Communion   . . . . . . 11.00

February 1st  Moorcourt Prayer group  . . . . . . . . 9.30
 Quiet Prayer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00

Feb 4th  Week 1 Byton HC   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9.30
 Pembridge HC (family)  . . . . . . . . . 11.00
 Staunton EP   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6.00

Feb 11th Week 2 Lyonshall HC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30
 Pembridge 3Cs
 Shobdon HC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00

Feb 14th  Pembridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.00
Ash Wednesday Imposition of ashes

Feb 18th Week 3  Staunton HC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30
Lent 1 Pembridge HC (sung)

Feb 25th Week 4 Shobdon HC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30
Lent 2 Moorcourt HC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30
 Lyonshall HC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00

March 7th   Moorcourt Prayer group  . . . . . . . . 9.30
 Quiet Prayer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00

March 3rd Week 1 Byton HC   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9.30
Lent 3 Pembridge HC (family)  . . . . . . . . . 11.00
 Staunton EP   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6.00

March 10th Week 2 Lyonshall HC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30
Lent 4 Pembridge 3Cs
Mothering Sunday Shobdon HC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00

March 17th Week 3 Staunton HC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30
Lent 5 Pembridge HC (sung)

March 24th Week 4 Joint service Pembridge   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11.00
Palm Sunday

March 28th  Pembridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.00
Maundy Thursday Holy Communion and stripping the altars

March 29th Byton Walking the cross     .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10.30 
Good Friday Moorcourt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.00

March 31st  Byton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30
Easter Lyonshall  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00
 Pembridge & baptism . . . . . . . . . . 11.00
 Shobdon  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9.30
 Staunton  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9.30


