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RectoR’S LetteR

Right now, how we long to return to some kind of normality, to an ordinary life without 
regulations, nothing startling or difficult to handle. Just a bit of day-to-day mundanity. I 
have in mind the Chinese curse: “May you live in interesting times*.”

The last 18 months have certainly been interesting. I have always valued the day-to-day-
ness of the church season called Ordinary Time, a great chunk of time that stretches 
from Trinity to Advent. This is the time when we can get on with our task of being a 
church. This is our bread and butter, (or wine) the ordinary sustenance that we need. The 
fast that prepares us for the feast. 

Since our lives have been so extraordinary recently, and as a return to life just as it was 
before looks impossible, given how we have all been changed by this experience, per-
sonally and in terms of who we are as church and as society, the ordinary has become 
something entirely different.

Good old Ordinary Time, when we knew where we were (and didn’t have to remember 
not to say the Gloria) and now things have… changed. We have discovered things new 
and exciting, as well as things that we cannot be sure of. Everything changes, even in 
Ordinary time. A part of that is reflected in the September schedule of services, where 
alongside the familiar we are seeking to introduce some new kinds of service, some ways 
of being church and worshipping God that are new to us but that we hope will be inviting 
to people who are not ordinarily (see what I did there?) church-goers.

I believe that Ordinary Time – the everyday and the domestic – are what give us resil-
ience. We build our foundations on the prosaic, and as long as we remember that we 
are rooted and grounded in the love of God and that we are to work together to God’s 
glory, we will be strengthened to carry on doing God’s work, even if we have to do it 
throughout the turmoil of the unordinary. 

*Editor’s Note: “May you live in interesting times” is not actually a Chinese curse, despite the frequent 
reports to the contrary. It actually seems to be an invention of Joseph Chamberlain, father of Neville 
Chamberlain, who is supposed to have said something along the same lines in a speech in 1898, which 
Austen Chamberlain then misremembered as being a Chinese saying in a letter to a friend in 1936. 
Apparently the closest Chinese equivalent translates as “Better to be a dog in times of tranquillity than a 
human in times of chaos.” 
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Please make sure that all copies for the next issue are with

James Dawes By 16th September.

Please Email at 
jamiedawes1998@googlemail.com 

For Advertising Email: 

malcolm.bithell@yahoo.co.uk

Dear friends 

I am delighted to say that the 
Rev’d Susie Bishop recently retired 
will be helping us out here in 
Arrowvale. She has sent us a short 
introduction and I am sure that 
we will,offer her the usual warm 
Arrowvale welcome.

A big hello to everyone in the The 
Arrowvale Group of churches!
I’m looking forward to meeting you all 
over the coming months.

Here’s a little bit about me…
As you can see I’m a priest…the dog collar 
rather gives it away! Although I’ve only 
been a priest for 6 years I’ve always had 
a love for church. I was the odd one out 
as a child…always wanting to stay longer 

at church! I’ve been married to Steve 
for 36 years, and we have three children. 
Steve has now retired so we are enjoying 
walking, gardening and getting to know 
people in our neighbourhood. I also love 
all things yarn!  So weaving, knitting, a little 
bit of crochet and more recently trying to 
teach myself how to spin! Throw in a good 
smoky single malt or a glass of Prosecco 
and I’m one very happy lady!



Electronic Transfer (BACS) 
should be made to

• Lyonshall HSBC
40.28.13 Acc. 111211170
• Pembridge HSBC
40.28.13 Acc. 71305085
• Staunton Lloyds
30.94.99 Acc. 0114439
• Shobdon Santander
09.01.52 Acc. 54109705

Cheques should be made out to
• Lyonshall PCC
• Pembridge PCC
• Staunton on Arrow PCC
• Byton PCC
• Shobdon PCC

and sent to; The Rectory, Manley 

Crescent, Pembridge HR6 9EB
• PGS If you wish to join the Parish 
Giving Scheme please talk to
your parish treasurer.

If you would like to discuss this in 
more detail do feel free to talk to your 
treasurers or to me on 07777 692 458. If 
I don’t answer please do leave a message 
and I will get back to you.

Thank you again for all that you do to 
support your church

With my prayers and good wishes

Anna

Giving
As you will aprreciate, in these difficult times our usual fundraising activities have not 
been possible. In order to keep our churches available for you when you need them 
we will be most thankful for any donations you are able to give.

Donations can be given in the following ways;

Please contact your churchwardens or: 
Rector - Rev. Anna Branston
The Rectory, Pembridge HR6 9EB

07777692458  -  abranston2002@gmail.
com

Mrs A Ingham - Reader
01544 388706

Church Wardens
Byton

Mr Simon Edwards 01544 267430
Steve Weaver 01544267815

Lyonshall
Mrs Pat Addis 01544 340261

Pembridge
Mrs Jacqui Thomas 01544 388471

Mrs Gill Smith 01544 388441

Shobdon
Mrs Caroline Jones 01568 708043

Staunton-on-Arrow
Mr Clive Edwards 01544 388831
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Cheques should be made out to
• Lyonshall PCC
• Pembridge PCC
• Staunton on Arrow PCC
• Byton PCC
• Shobdon PCC

and sent to; The Rectory, Manley 
Crescent, Pembridge HR6 9EB

If you would like to discuss this in 
more detail do feel free to talk to your 
treasurers or to me on 07777 692 458. If 
I don’t answer please do leave a message 
and I will get back to you.

Thank you again for all that you do to 
support your church

With my prayers and good wishes

Anna

GIVING
As you will appreciate, in these difficult times our usual fundraising activities have not 
been possible. In order to keep our churches available for you when you need them 
we will be most thankful for any donations you are able to give. Donations can be 
given in the following ways; 



Byton neWS

ShoBDon neWS

Byton BBQ

Please come and support us and enjoy 
the beautiful views over the valley.

This will follow the 11am Group Service 
on Sunday, August 8th in the churchyard.

Please could we have an idea of numbers 
for catering purposes on 01544 267430.
If you are not able to attend the service, feel free 
to come to the BBQ anyway.

Unfortunately the online event, ‘I Feel Sorry For The Vicar: The Role Of The Clergy In The 
Herefordshire Suffrage Campaign’ scheduled for 9th July, had to be postponed. 

We are pleased that Clare Wichbold MBE has confirmed that this will now be a face to 
face event in Shobdon Church on Wednesday 1st September at 7.00.p.m.

This is a free bookable event with donations being accepted on the night. 
To book please go to: 

www.ticketsource.co.uk/shobdon-church-pcc  

We look forward to seeing you there.

School Leavers

Fifteen pupils are leaving Shobdon School to begin their secondary education.. Due to 
restrictions, we were unable to hold the school-leaversservice, however, each of the year 
6 leavers were presented with a Bible.  We wish them well as they move on to the next 
stage in their education.

From the Registers:
The funeral of Geoff Tong took place at Byton Church on March 27th.



Whitney Garden Machinery
your local independent

Mobile Machinery Specialist

Our Mobile Mechanics bring
Their Skills to you -

On-site Servicing & Repairs for
Lawnmowers, Ride-on
Mowers, Strimmers,

Hedgetrimmers, Brushcutters,
Chainsaws & Blow-Vacs.

Chain & tool Sharpening
Stockist of Quality Oils,

Chain Loops & Strimmer Line.

Sales of New & Reconditioned 
Garden Machinery

authorised cobra Garden
Machinery dealer

terry & nicky Smith
tel: 07870 212358 / 01497 831040
email: wgm.2004@outlook.com

Rhodds Farm Garden 
Lyonshall 

Open May – August 
Friday and Saturday 

11.00 – 5.00 
www.rhoddsfarm.co.uk 
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Whitney Garden Machinery
Your local Independent

Mobile Machinery Specialist

Our Mobile Mechanics bring
Their Skills to you - 

On-site Servicing & Repairs for
Lawnmowers, Ride-on Mowers,

Strimmers, Hedgetrimmers,
Brushcutters, Chainsaw &

Blow-Vacs.

Chain & Tool Sharpening

Stockist of Quality Oils,
Chain Loops & Strimmer Line

Sales of New & Reconditioned
Garden Machinery

Terry & Nicky Smith
Tel: 07870 212358 / 01497 831040
Email:- wgm.2004@outlook.com

CARPETS & VINYLS 
Clive Chambers Flooring
(Bradnor Cottage, Marden) 

Over 30 years’ experience 
Top quality fitting 
100’s of samples to choose from. 

Choose your new flooring from the 
comfort of your home 

We can move and replace furniture 
and also dispose of existing flooring 

TEL. : 01432 880898 

Mobile: 07713 136238 

Email: 
clivechambersflooring@ymail.com 

Hardware/software repairs 

Removal of virus or malware infections 

Help with networking/internet connection 
issues 

No call-out fee. No hidden charges. 

Reduced rate for over 60’s 

Do you have vinyl records or cassettes but can’t 
play them? 

Digitizing of audio music to mp3 for home use  

now available. 

Call Malcolm Bithell on 01544 340437 

Or email malcolm.bithell@yahoo.co.uk 

Hardware/software repairs

Removal of virus or malware infections

Help with networking/internet connection 
issues

No call-out fee. No hidden charges.

Reduced rate for over 60’s

records or cassettes but can’t 
play them?

of audio music to mp3 for home use

now available.

Call Malcolm Bithell on 01544 340437

Or email malcolm.bithell@yahoo.co.uk



StAunton-on-ARRoW WI

With the arrival of June and hopes of better weather, our WI was able to confirm 
arrangements to hold our 14th June meeting in the garden of Old Court. The weather 
held and the novelty of meeting members face to face rather than via a computer screen 
was appreciated by everyone. While the enforced separation had seemed far too long it 
was a relief to find that no-one had changed beyond recognition. In the absence of a pre-
arranged speaker, our Quiz Master in Chief Debbie Stokes had a quiz at the ready and 
initiated members into Smite, a new outdoor game that apparently came from Finland but 
originated in Cornwall: not to be confused with an online video game of the same name. 
With encouragement from Claire Burton those of us who had never played before were 
able to learn the rudiments of croquet.

On the 1st July five members enjoyed a visit to the gardens at Stockton Bury.

At our July meeting, once again the weather was kind so that we were able to hold this in 
Debbie and Mark Weavers’ garden at The Laurels. The demonstration by Mark Mammett 
of Wye Valley Falconry was met with enthusiasm by members and guests alike, some of 
whom took the opportunity to enjoy a hands on experience. Mark had brought a Harris 
Hawk, a Saker Falcon, a Barn Owl and White Faced Owl. The patience that must have 
gone into the training of these birds was very evident. They were all in superb condition, 
and totally unperturbed when handled by members.

When we are eventually able to meet at the village hall please consider visiting us with 
a view to joining us as a full member: visitors and prospective members of all ages are 
welcome - £4 to include refreshments. In normal times 7.30 pm at Staunton on Arrow 
village hall on the second Wednesday of the month.

There is more information about us plus photos, reports of our meetings and other 
activities on our website.

www.stauntononarrowwi.weebly.com

Alison Lord:  
Correspondence Secretary
01544340256

Vanessa Woodward: 
Minutes Secretary 
01544388964



All aspects of your plumbing & heating needs taken 
care of, including:

Bathroom installs and tiling
Fault finding
Pipe repairs

Tap replacements

For reviews and examples of my work, 
please visit my facebook page:

     adbplumbingheating

Ashley Bugden 
Plumbing & Heating Engineer

07793 558418
adbplumbing@hotmail.co.uk
   Shobdon, Herefordshire

‘Pembridge Village
Shop and Holiday Let’

Locally Sourced Products
Artisan Food & Drink, Groceries

Swift’s Artisan Breads, Teme Dairy Milk
Local Wines & Gins

Hand Crafted Beers & Ciders
Fruit & Veg, Cards & Gifts

Chocolates & Sweets
Home Delivery Free of Charge

Tel. 01544388506, visit us on Facebook
www.holidaycottages.co.uk

‘The Old Bakehouse’

Our solid luxury spas are the 
VIP experience for that extra-special 

treat at an affordable price

*NO CHEAP INFLATABLES*

Relaxation - stress release & 
muscle tissue relaxation, Romantic 
evenings, Glamourous hen parties, 
Staycations, Birthday or anniversary 

treats, BBQs and garden parties, 

PLEASE VISIT OuT WEBSITE FOR 
FuTHER INFORMATION AND PRICES

jo@hottubshire.com
07765 3015 10

www.hottubshire.com



SunCare
Home Support
Established 1998

Who are we?

SunCare provide affordable care and 
assistance within a 15 mile radius of 
Kington.
What can we provide?

Personal care including bathing and 
dressing.
Meal preparation and cooking.
Prompting with medication.
Domestic tasks and laundry.
Assistance to go shopping or we can 
go for you.
A sit in service for carers to enable 
them to have time for themselves.

Ring carole or Barbara to discuss your
needs in confidence on 01544 231413

email: info@suncarehomecare.co.uk
www. suncarehomecare.co.uk

Complete, Caring, Professional Health Care 
for  

Farm Animals, Domestic Pets & Horses.  

Fully Equipped Modern Surgery & Diagnostic Services 
Easy Access & Parking for lorries & trailers.  
24 Hour Emergency Care by our Own Team. 

Consultations by Appointment 

Kington:  
Butts Meadow  
Hatton Gardens 
Kington 
Herefordshire  
HR5 3DD  

Tel: 01544 230567 

Presteigne : 
Unit 7 
The Enterprise Park 
Presteigne  
Powys  
LD8 2UF  

Tel: 01544 267626 
*Now open fulltime*

www.arrowfieldvets.co.uk 

MILLER TREE SERVICES

 Tree surgery, felling and removal

 Garden maintenance / Hedge cutting

 NPTC Qualified / Fully insured with N.F.U.

 Reliable and courteous worker – Tom Miller

TEL: 07795 385 451 / 01584 831 395

FIREWOOD FOR SALE, NATURALLY 
SEASONED HARD WOOD LOGS



T 01544 350214
M 07786 293592
E elsa@elsajones.co.uk

A professional and friendly ACCOUNTANCY 
SERVICE for individuals and small businesses.

 • ACCOUNTS • TAX • VAT • PAYROLL
 • BOOKKEEPING AND OTHER
 BUSINESS SERVICES
 • EXPLAINED IN PLAIN SIMPLE ENGLISH

Dedicated to guiding you
into the digital age

CLUTTER CLEARED
•	Too	good	for	landfill
•	Free	collection	for	re	useable	goods
•	Area	covered	-	Herefordshire

Over time we all accumulate things 
that we no longer use or need. 

Some things are too good to throw away.

We are a local friendly service and will collect 
unwanted re-useable goods free of charge.  

Job lots preferred.
Unable to take large furniture, beds, settees.

Please call: 

01544 340 377 
or 

07508 461 523
email

136d0000@gmail.com

peMBRIDGe neWS
St Mary’s Church, Pembridge to receive 
£10,800 from second round of the 
Government’s Culture Recovery Fund.

Pembridge Church has received a grant 
of £10,800 from the Government’s £1.57 
billion Culture Recovery Fund to help us to 
recover and reopen after lockdown.

Nearly £400 million has been awarded 
to thousands of cultural organisations 
across the country, including Pembridge 
Church, in the latest round of support from 
the Culture Recovery Fund, the Culture 
Secretary announced today.

In 2020, the Covid-19 pandemic meant 
that nearly all planned fundraising and 
income generation for the upkeep and 
maintenance of the church was cancelled 
and we have nearly used up our limited 
financial reserves. We rely heavily on visitor 
donations and fundraising activity to meet 
our operating costs through the year, 

and have nearly expended our remaining 
reserves while, in line with government 
guidelines, St Mary’s Church has been 
closed to both its congregation and other 
visitors.

This grant from the Culture Recovery Fund 
will help us to open and recover by making 
the church as safe as possible for our 
congregation and the many visitors who 
come to see the church and the Pembridge 
Tapestries. It will also help us to build up 
our reserves until we are able to start our 
fundraising once more.

We were thrilled to hear we have received 
funding as thanks to the government’s 
CultureRecoveryFund so that we 
can continue to be here for you and 
HereForCulture”.

As you may have noticed the paths have 
been tarmaced surrounding the church 
using monies from this grant. We were 
also able to purchase automatic hand 
sanitisers, and barrier ropes to enable 



the safe opening of the church to both 
congregation, those using the church for 
private prayer and our many visitors. The 
balance was used to help pay our utility 
bills and insurance for a 3 month period 
and to replace some of our reserves which 
we have had to use during this pandemic, 
as our usual fundraising activities were not 
able to take place.

We are very grateful to have been awarded 
this grant.

Pembridge Strawberry Fayre
There will be a Strawberry Fayre in 
the grounds of the church on August 
7th, 3.00pm. Strawberry/Cream teas will 
be available at a cost of £5, plus a number 
of stalls.

If you would like to donate bottles, bric- a 
-brac, produce, books etc. please leave 
them in the kitchen vestry. 

LyonShALL neWS
Coffee Mornings 

Dear All,
With the continuing uncertainty of the Covid situation, we have made the decision not to 
resume our monthly Coffee Mornings as yet, even though we had hoped to tentatively get 
going again in August.

The safety and well-being of our Community is our priority and so careful consideration 
has to be made, month on month.

We will review the situation again in September and keep you informed.
We will get together again, when the time is right. Coffee Mornings will return!

tall nettles

Tall nettles cover up, as they have done
These many springs, the rusty harrow, the plough
Long worn out, and the roller made of stone:
Only the elm butt tops the nettles now.

This corner of my farmyard I like most:
As well as any bloom upon a flower
I like the dust on the nettles, never lost
Except to prove the sweetness of a shower

Edward Thomas

From the Registers
Marriage: 22nd May - Joanna Napolitano and Mark Sheehan



oRDInARy tIMe, MunDAnIty 
AnD the AppeAL oF cheKhoV

The first piece of mature writing published 
by Russian dramatist and short story 
writer Anton Chekhov is a 98 page story in 
which a young boy travels across a steppe 
in orderto reach a new school. Nothing 
much actually happens during the story, the 
boy, Yegorushuka and his companions, uncle 
Kuzmuchovic and priest Father Khristofor, 
stopat villages occasionally, sometimes talk 
or fish for crayfish, but mostly they spend 
their time staring at the landscapes, the 
vast, and empty yet strangely, hauntingly 
beautiful Russian steppes. And then, the 
story ends with Yegorushka reaching 
his new school, sitting on a bench and 
questioning what the “new, unknown life 
that was just beginning for him…would 
be like?” The Steppe gained a positive 
reception, but an equal amount of critical 
confusion. Did the, otherwise clearly 
incredibly talented young writer, forget
to add a plot to his story? Did he forget 
to finish the story, or just couldn’t be 
bothered tofinish it? Donald Rayfield 
notes in his introduction of the Ronald 
Wilks translation that in literary circles 
initial “delight at the story… turned to 
frustration: a sequel was suggested – one 
in which little Yegorushka would become 
a suicidal adolescent.” In hindsight, it 
becomes very clear that anyone trying 
to sensationalise Chekhov is very much 
missing the point. Chekhov is the great 
poet of the mundane, of the banal and of
ordinary time. Nothing much actually 
happens in any of his major works.

In the church year, ordinary time is 
according to my mother, the period when 
things actually get done, the time when, 
rather than having to celebrate any big 
festival or mourn at the death of our 
saviour, we can just get on with living life 
as normal. Chekhov’s great gift is taking 
the normal and making it not so. The other 
great Russian masters dealt with epic 
themes; War, Peace, Crime, Punishment, 
Fathers, Sons, Life, Fate. Their

protagonists are princes and madmen, 
landowners and soldiers, heroes and 
villains. Chekhov’s characters in contrast 
are doctors, students and factory workers, 
and his themes are love and boredom, 
eating, sleeping, breaking up with a partner 
or cleaning. They get on with their lives as 
best they can, pottering around trying not 
to let the ennuiin. I’ve not read as much 
Chekhov as I’d have liked to over the past 
year or so, mostly because the ordinariness 
of his world is rather painful when living 
through such extraordinary times. When 
he was writing Russia was going through a 
relatively stable period in its history, which 
I speculate allowed him to write of a world 
more normal than that of the writers who 
came before him.

I think that it is incredibly likely the 
downright anti-ordinariness of the times 
that we are living through will result in 
a revival of epic themes and larger than 
life characters in art, literature, film, TV, 
everything. This isn’t a bad thing by any 
means. Sometimes though it is nice to 
revisit artists like Chekhov and remember 
that life isn’t always an epic, and that 
ordinary time is when we tend to get the 
most productive work done. Let’s hope 
that we can get back to it sooner than 
later.

I’d like to finish with a quote from the end 
of War and Peace which has helped me 
quite a lot over the past year. “Would you 
rather be what you were before you were 
taken prisoner, or go through all this again? 
For God’s sake let me again have captivity. 
We imagine that when we are thrown out 
of our familiar rut all is lost, but that is only 
when something new and good can begin. 
While there is life there is happiness. There 
is much, much more before us”

James Dawes, Editor



Late Summer

The pumpkin tendrils creep
Along the station platform.
A ladybird peeps
From a chink in the half-closed flowers.

A stopping train comes in.
No one gets on, or off.

On the millet stalk
Growing by the railing
The ticket-man
Rests his clippers.

Kinoshita Yüji (Translated from the Japa-
nese by Geoffrey Bownas and Anthony 
Thwaite)

At The Imperial Village

Autumn advancing to the close,
That garden draws me: stilled

In its neither sleep nor waking,
That apparitional twilit wight
As swanshapes, never breaking
The lake’s dull calm,
Loom on its glass
In a delight of dumbness.

Shade settles there
On palace porphyry,
In the September early evening
Climbs Catherine’s stair;
And, as the garden darkens like a wood,
Star-lit against its deepened ground
The past’s gold image
Reflects from a still-emerging cupola

Fyodor Tyutchev
(Translated from the Russian by C. Tomlinson)



 

            

All funerals personally conducted 

24 hour service ▪ Enquiries from all areas welcome 

Private Chapel of Rest ▪ Pre-paid funeral plans available 
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    Email: info@geoffhallfunerals.co.uk 
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All funerals personally conducted

24 hour service 

Enquiries from all areas welcome

Private Chapel of Rest

Pre-paid funeral plans available

Wylcwm Close, Knighton, Powys LD7 1AA

Qualified and Insured tree surgeon 
– providing a friendly & professional service

All aspects of tree work undertaken 
– felling, dismantling, pruning, pollarding, hedge cutting

Large and small scale jobs 
– gardens, woodlands, estates, community and 

commercial areas

Site clearance and digger work

ATV Spraying

No obligation site visits and quotes

Tel: 01568 709477 / 07968 849562  
Email:gareth_higgs@hotmail.co.uk
www.garethhiggstreesurgeon.co.uk



A.W. Hughes & Son
Independent Family Funeral Directors

Traditional Burials, Green Burials & Cremations,
Headstones Supplied, Fixed, Cleaned & Restored.

Kington, Herefordshire
Tel: 01544 370217

also at

Presteigne, Powys
Tel: 01544 267778

Mob: 07881 094 904

Email: awhughesandson@hotmail.com
www.awhughesandson.co.uk

OFFA’S
ORCHARD
GREEN BURIAL GROUND

Fencing	&	Hedge	
Trimming

All other agricultural 
contracting undertaken

Competitive rates 

Contact Greg for more info

07974 030 996

Open	Wednesday	to	Saturday	11	-	4.30
Sunday,	monday,	Tuesday	

by	appointment.



 

 

Border Bowen 
Bowen Technique 

A Gentle and Relaxing Therapy 

 
Ba cka che? Frozen Shoulder? 

Pa inful Joints? 
 

Mobility Problems? Sports 
Injury? 

 
Or Ma ybe Just  Out of Sorts? 

 
Is  This You? 

Bowen Thera py could help. 
 

Michelle Shipley offers Bowen Treatments 
at Pembridge 

Tel: 01544 387952 or  email: 
michelleshipley@outlook.com 

ALAN LEWIS
GARAGE SERVICES

Servicing

Diagnostics

Repairs

VW/Audi group

diagnostic specialist

Vintage Car Technician

Beech Croft

Mortimer’s Cross

HR6 9TG

07769 535622



WE ARE OFSTED GOOD.
OPEN DURING TERM TIME.

PEMBRIDGEPRESCHOOL@
HOTMAIL.CO.UK

01544 388169 
(School hours only) 

Care for children aged 2-ll years;
before, during and after school.

Explore • Discover • Play • Learn

OPEN DURING TERM TIME
for children aged 2 ½-4 years.

Ofsted Good.

J. TEELAN 
CARpENTRy

Jim Teelan    

01544 388333
 07930 555995

Bespoke cabinets & wardrobes
Kitchens designed, supplied & fitted

Alcove units, storage & shelving

Give me a ring for any of your 
carpentry needs

www.bearwood-carpentry.co.uk
teelans@yahoo.co.uk

 J Teelan Carpentry                              

method	is	signing	up	to	the	Parish	Giving	
Scheme,	you	can	donate	an	amount	that	suits	
you,	monthly	quarterly	or	annualy.	
If	you	pay	tax	we	receive	£1.28	for	every	
£1	you	give.	Finally	thank	you	to	all	the	
parishioners	who	already	donate.	Your	
contributions	have	helped	keep	the	church	
running	and	we	are	most	grateful.	Parish	
giving	Forms	from	Clive	Edwards,	Warden	&	
Treasurer.	Tel 01544388831 
or email c.edwards802@btinternet.com

STAUNTON	ON	ARROW	WI	
WI	news	from	the	beginning	of	the	year	is	
now	somewhat	stale	but	perhaps,	as	January,	
February	and	March	were	quite	eventful	for	
our	WI		it	is	still	worth	mentioning,	even	if	
only	as	a	reminder	of	the	things	we	did	pre-
COVID.

This	year	our	annual	post-Christmas	lunch	
was	held	at	The	Cider	Barn	on	the	19th	
January.		This	is	always	a	convivial	occasion	
that	is	made	more	so	by	the	company	
of	husbands	and	friends.		The	menu	was	
innovative,	with	a	wide	choice.		Everyone	
departed	well	sated	and	probably	ready	for	
nothing	but	a	post-prandial	nap.
On	February	12th			at	our	monthly	meeting,	
members	were	treated	to	a	talk	and	
demonstration	by	Amanda	Jane	Millinery.	
Mandy	explained	how	she	got	into	hat	
making	as	a	hobby	and	showed	us	some	of	
her	materials	and	blocks	that	she	uses.	Each	
project	takes	about	3	weeks	and	is	all	hand	
sewn.	Members	had	great	excitement	trying	
everything	on	afterwards.		A	very	talented	
lady	who	needs	more	publicity	as	most	of	us	
had	never	heard	of	her	local	business.

On	the	last	Tuesday	of	the	month	eight	
members	lunched	together	at	The	Mortimer	
Cross	Inn	where	they	were	able	to	choose	
between	a	variety	of	roasts	and	a	vegetarian	
alternative.		

We	welcomed	Penny	Platt	to	our	March	
meeting	when	she	talked	to	us	about	“Iran	
Unveiled”,	an	account	of	her	holiday	to	that	
country	accompanied	by	her	photographs.		
Undoubtedly	some	of	us	were	pleasantly	

surprised	by	the	welcome	given	by	the	
Iranian	people	to	visitors	from	the	UK.		
Since	then	member	have	kept	in	touch	
on	Facebook	page	SOAWI.		We	have	
also	managed	to	ZOOM	on	the	second	
Wednesday	in	June,	our	usual	meeting	date.		
A	second	attempt	for	the	July	meeting	was	
less successful as a result of broadband failure 
but	all	went	well	a	week	later	and		members	
appeared,	some	having	secured	a	visit	to	the	
hairdresser	and	thus	looking	rather	more	
themselves	than	at	the	previous	ZOOM		
meeting.	Having	updated	each	other	on	the	
latest	news	we	enjoyed	a	short	quiz.	

Perhaps,	in	the	next	issue	of	The	Messenger	
we	shall	be	able	to	publish	a	future	
programme.		At	present	it	is	inadvisable	to	
make	plans.		We	hope	with	measures	now	in	
place	the	number	of	cases	of	COVID	19	will	
continue	to	diminish	but	it	would	be	foolish	
to	make	plans	that	cannot	be	fulfilled.		We	
shall	undoubtedly	ZOOM		regularly	but	one	
has	to	ask:
“When	shall	our	WI	meet	again?/In	thunder	

lightning	or	in	rain/When	the	hurly	burley’s	
done/When	the	COVID’S	been	and	gone/
When	a	vaccine	has	been	found/	Where	the	
place?/At	Staunton’s	Hall/Where	we	hope	to	
meet	again.”		(Apologies	to	Shakespeare)

When	we	are	eventually	able	to	meet	at	the	
village	hall	please	consider	visiting	us	with	a	
view	to	joining	us	as	a	full	member:	visitors	
and	prospective	members	of	all	ages	are	
welcome	-	£4	to	include	refreshments.		In	
normal	times	7.30	pm	at	Staunton	on	Arrow	
village	hall	on	the	second	Wednesday	of	the	
month.

There	is	more	information	about	us	plus	
photos,	reports	of	our	meetings	and	other	
activities	on	our	website.		
www.stauntononarrowwi.weebly.com 

Alison Lord:  
Correspondence	Secretary	.. 01544340256

Vanessa Woodward:      
Minutes	Secretary	................. 01544388964

Overlooking	quiet,	rolling	Herefordshire	
farmland,	with	well-ventilated,	spacious	
modern	classrooms,	beautiful	outside	
areas and the refurbished old school 
buildings,	we	believe	we	are	in	the	
perfect	location.		We	want	your	children	
to	learn	and	develop	as	safely	as	they	can.	

Our	experienced	staff	know	all	our	
pupils	and	this	helps	to	generate	a	
family	atmosphere,	where	relationships	
are	warm	and	friendly.	With	a	strong	
academic	record,	we	have	a	history	of	
providing	a	creative	range	of	experiences.	
Breakfast	and	afterschool	provision	are	
provided	for	those	who	need	wrap-
around	care.	Why	not	come	and	have	a	
look	around	our	school	and	nursery?	

Little	Elms	Nursery	for	ages	2-4,	being	
community	run,	would	like	to	offer	its	
support	to		local	families	recovering	
from	the	economic	hardships	caused		by	
Covid	19.		We	are	offering	places	at	just	
£4	an	hour	for	the	next	academic	year.	
We	accept	both	15	hours	and	30	hours	
government	funded	places,	along	with	
additional	privately	funded	sessions.		

If	you	would	like	to	see	the	nursery	or	
school	please	email:	
admin@almeley.hereford.sch.uk	
or telephone us on 01544 327 267   

Thank	you				
Matthew	Maund		Headteacher				  



At Emma’s Dog House your best friend stays 
in our home as a member of the family  

loved and cared for.  
 

 We offer day care or longer stays and only 
look after a small number of dogs at any one 
time ensuring they are safe and happy with 

friends to play with. 
 

With 25 years experience in animal welfare  
we are just outside Staunton on Arrow village. 

 

For more information please visit:  

www.emmasdoghouse.co.uk 
or call Emma on:  

07495 885 653 
We are licensed with Herefordshire Council   

and Fully Insured. 
 

Emma’s Dog HousE

BUILDER
BRICKWORK  BLOCKWORK

STONEWORK 

BUILDING  RENOVATION
LANDSCAPING

RE-POINTING  PAVING

I can help with:
Building & repairs to piers, walls, door 
openings, retaining walls, laying patios, 

small extensions.

No job too small – no VAT

Tel: 07967 517633
garyskilton@gmail.com

07799604437 or 01544 388522

Green Acre, Staunton on Arrow,
Pembridge, Leominster, HR6 9HT

Creating Beautiful Homes
Bespoke soft furnishings for those who 
love simple living and enduring style. 

Hand finished made to measure curtains, 
blinds, cushions and lampshades.

Beautiful range of fabrics from leading 
British desigers.

Colour and design consultancy

Free home consultation

Visit our website 
www.cococamille.co.uk

email: jane@cococamille.co.uk 
or speak to Jane on 07493 969 930



GSPublisherVersion 170.61.63.100

Planning Applica

Building Regula

Construc Drawings

Conversions & Renova

Extensions & New Bui lds

3D Design & Visualisa

Telephone: 01544 230 471

Email : brparchitecture@ gmail .com

Free Initial Consultation

BRP Architecture Ltd.
w w w .b r p a r c h i t e c t u r e l t d .c o m





Tr a d i t i o n a l  B u i l d i n g

Local, Competitive, Quality

•Lime Plastering
•Lime Pointing
•Timber Repairs
•Stone Masonry

Tel: 07772 917 327
Tom@jonesandfraser.com

www. jonesandfraser.com

 Computer 
 Problems? 

 PCs repaired & serviced
 Viruses removed
 Second hand PCs
 Equipment installed
 Problems diagnosed

pauljroberts@gmail.com 
 01568 708222 

Call any time, leave a message if I am unavailable. 

Reasonable rates, evening call outs, 
no call out charge. 

Chartered Physiotherapist 
BSc Hons MCSP MAACP 

 
Assessment and treatment 

for MSK injuries, Vertigo and 
Neurological disorders. 

Qualified in Medical 
Acupuncture. 

 
07494643574 / 01568708304 

ncphysio@outlook.com 
www.ncphysio.com 

 
Shobdon Herefordshire 

BP & Son PlumBing 
& Heating ltD

A family run business with over 
45 years of combined experience

Installing   ∞   Repairing
   Maintaining   ∞   Complete Bathroom 

Renovations   ∞   Boiler Servicing   
Natural Gas/Oil/LPG/Electric              

Underfloor Heating   

Tiling & Wet Walling   

Break Downs & Emergencies

bpplumbingandheating@outlook.com
07854415270   07967856051



Under the hazy, blossom-laden sky
The city sprawls, its gaping wounds exposed:

The streets due for a surgical operation,
Canals gathering pitch and filth,

Bridges with their concrete peeling away.

Under the hazy blossom-laden sky
Cranes moving,

Drain-pipes lined up,
Truck after truck

Carrying dirt, rubbish, mud,
The burnt-out, festering hulks of war.

Dark caverns in the streets:
On the canal bed, submerged groans and sighs

Of those who will not surface:
Methane gushing up.

In the city with these clogged wounds
International streets will appear soon,

Rows of gay shops will grow,
Tempting goods will brighten the windows.

Under the hazy, blossom-laden sky
New building goes on.

Our ears tuned to the detonations under the hazy, blossom 
laden sky,
We pray

That the fire-rain never fall again on the world.

Okamoto Jun 

(Translated from the Japanese by Geoffrey Bownas and Anthony Thwaite)

unDeR the hAzy, BLoSSoM-LADen SKy



coMMunIty coRneR

Co – Co
Kington Compassionate Community

We are a group of volunteers, trained 
by St Michael’s Hospice who visit (or 
contact by telephone through Covid) 

people identified by the staff of Kington 
Surgery as being lonely and needing 

befriending.

Are you interested in becoming a 
Co–Co volunteer?

We are planning to have a training 
course in the Spring for new volunteers.

For more information please contact

Deborah or ST. Michael Horne on 
01544 340604 

or email homemichael794@gmail.com

Note from the Rector: I would like to 
draw attention to the Co-Co initiative, 

which is based in Kington Surgery, which 
of course covers much of the Arrowvale 

group of parishes. If you felt able to 
volunteer it would be greatly appreciated

Bless, O Lord, the plants, the vegetation, 
And the herbs of the field, That they 

may grow and increase to fullness And 
bear much fruit. And may the fruits of 

the land. Remind us of the spiritual fruit 
we should bear

From the Coptic Orthodox liturgy Egypt

Kington and District Food Bank

are in need of the following items:

• Tinned food   • Dried food products

• Toiletries   • Sanitary items

If you would like to donate there is a 

collection point in Pembridge church 

or at The Steppes, Pembridge.

If you are in need or know of anybody 

who require food bank vouchers please 

contact Rev. Anna Branston 

on 0777692458

On The Bank

He was sitting by the river, among reeds
that peasants had been scything for their thatch.
And it was quiet there, and in his soul
it was quieter and stiller still.
He kicked off his boots and put
his feet in the water, and the water
began talking to him, not knowing
he didn’t know its language.
He had thought that water is deaf-mute
that the home of sleepy fish is without words,
that blue dragonflies hover over water and 
catch mosquitoes or horseflies, that you wash 
if you want to wash, and drink if you want to 
drink, and that’s all there is to water. 

But in all truth the water’s language was a 
wonder, a story of some kind about some thing,
some unchanging thing that seemed like 
starlight, like the swift flash of mica,
like a divination of disaster.
And in it was something from childhood,
from not being used to counting life in years,
from what is nameless and comes at night 
before you dream, from the terrible, vegetable
sense of selfof your first season.

That’s how the water was that day,
and its speech was without rhyme or reason.

Arseny Tarkovsky 
(Translated from the Russian by Robert Chandler)



Service details and magazine content available on-line at
www.arrowvalechurches.org.uk

August/September 2021

Listings will also be posted up weekly on The 

Arrowvale Pewsheet and on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/anna.branston    

www.facebook.com/shobdon.church

www.facebook.com/StMarysChurchPembridge

The Arrowvale Website:

www.arrowvalechurches.org.uk

If you would like to join the Pewsheet mailing list 

please email Anna on: 

abranston2002@gmail.com 

If you would like to receive the Pewsheet through the 

post please contact 

your Churchwardens (details inside)

AuGuSt SeRVIceS
  

Date Service 2nd/otherservice

August
1st August Lyonshall Songs of Praise 11.00 Communion  9.30

Notes: Jon will be taking a break from streaming services during August.

8th August Byton HC BBQ 11.00

15th August Shobdon HC 11.00

22nd August Pembridge HC 11.00

29th August Staunton HC 11.00

September
5th September Byton HC  9.30 Staunton EP 6.00 

12 September Moorcourt  HC 9.30,  Shobdon HC 11.00 Pembridge 3C’s 11.00

19 September Lyonshall   HC 9.30,  Pembridge HC 11.00

26th September Staunton   HC 11.00 Pembridge 4.00 +Richard Confirmations

Every Friday morning Pembridge School MP on Zoom – you are very welcome to join us  

Join zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/74193056740?pwd=bG50ME56eWl1K0FNUmNtL0hkYlhNdz09


