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RECTOR’S LETTER
Before Covid we frequently spoke of fellowship, something that is an integral part of our
Christian life together. Normally we rejoice in being able to gather together as a group,
to share being Christian in talking, in eating and drinking, in prayer and study, in every way
we can find to gather and share. In our fellowship we form strong bonds and relationships that sustain us in our everyday lives. In fellowship we truly love our neighbours as
ourselves.
So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of
another. (Rom 12.5). That one body being the body of Christ.
Until this past year we have taken this for granted, used to gathering after services and
at social events, or prayer and study groups. But as we emerge from lockdown, I think we
will have to relearn how to share fellowship and think about how we will react to each
other on meeting for face to face worship, prayer and study.
Many of our relationships have been damaged, not by any ill-will, but by forced separation. In the course of a year (and what a year!) we have all become different people. Some
are bereaved and still others are nursing less obvious emotional, physical or financial
wounds.
Wiser heads than mine counsel that it will take time to get back to anything resembling
what once was normal. We will not just snap back into it.
There is a phenomenon called, ‘reverse culture shock”. The process whereby someone
returning ‘home’ from a period in a different culture finds that what was once familiar
becomes strange after all.
I believe we will be at times surprised by our reactions to gathering together. For some
it will happen too quickly, for others too slowly. We face the possibility of continued mask
wearing and social distancing for longer than we might have hoped, leading to more anxiety and uncertainty in mixing with others.
In this year, we have ridden a rollercoaster of emotions about how we gather to worship and in fellowship. We have been angry, exasperated, despondent, anxious and grief
stricken. We have been exhausted by learning new ways of being Church.
And so we have come to Easter, with all the joy in the resurrection of our Lord. A resurrection that could only come about through His death. I feel that some of the emotions
I mentioned will need to be allowed to die so that we move on and to rise again in joint
worship and fellowship.
We all bear scars from this period. We have all had a different experience of lockdown,
and we will all react differently to its lifting. There will need to be some healing. Let us set
an example to the world and to each other of forbearance, patience, and kindness as we
discern ways to work together as our gloriously risen Lord’s Church here on earth.

Now the green blade riseth, from the buried grain,
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.
In the grave they laid Him, Love who had been slain,
Thinking that He never would awake again,
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.
Forth He came at Easter, like the risen grain,
Jesus who for three days in the grave had lain;
Quick from the dead the risen One is seen:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.
When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Jesus’ touch can call us back to life again,
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:
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Giving

As you will aprreciate, in these difficult times our usual fundraising activities have not
been possible. In order to keep our churches available for you when you need them
we will be most thankful for any donations you are able to give.
Donations can be given in the following ways;
Electronic Transfer (BACS)
should be made to
• Lyonshall HSBC
40.28.13 Acc. 111211170
• Pembridge HSBC
40.28.13 Acc. 71305085
• Staunton Lloyds
30.94.99 Acc. 0114439
• Shobdon Santander
09.01.52 Acc. 54109705

Crescent, Pembridge HR6 9EB
• PGS If you wish to join the Parish
Giving Scheme please talk to
your parish treasurer.

Cheques should be made out to
• Lyonshall PCC
• Pembridge PCC
• Staunton on Arrow PCC
• Byton PCC
• Shobdon PCC
and sent to; The Rectory, Manley

Thank you again for all that you do to
support your church

If you would like to discuss this in
more detail do feel free to talk to your
treasurers or to me on 07777 692 458. If
I don’t answer please do leave a message
and I will get back to you.

With my prayers and good wishes
Anna
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LYONSHALL NEWS
Easter Sunday:
There will be a service of Holy Communion in church at 9.30 am on April 4th.

Annual Parochial Church Meeting:
This is to be held in church after morning service on Sunday May 9th.

Some dates for your diaries:July 3rd and 4th 2021
We are hoping to hold an event at Lyonshall in July when the gardens at Castle Weir and
the Castle grounds will be open to visitors. There will be refreshments at the Church and
we are hoping that David Gallichan will be available to talk about his restoration work on
the organ. More details to follow nearer the time.

STAUNTON ON ARROW NEWS
Village Hall News-Apr/May 21
As this is being written in mid-March,
we’re in the eleventh week since national
lockdown on 4th January… with very
little to write about. That said, the village
WhatsApp page continues to unite us.
We have: welcomed new residents to the
village; collected prescriptions and other
essentials for the less mobile; swapped
notes on pizza and Chinese takeaway
options; kept a mini-Neighbourhood
Watch for dodgy vehicles; photographed
the flooding; passed online NHS COVIDvaccination links; been amazed by the
meteorite explosion that took place
somewhere over there; and had a good
moan about the verge side litter. So, all in
all, we’re thoroughly looking forward to
lockdown being well and truly over. Fingers
crossed for the 12th April… haircuts all
round.

Our first village event will be a Saturday
afternoon tea and cakes affair. Probably
in front of the village hall, with details to
follow as soon as it is possible to give
a date. Everyone will be welcome and,
hopefully, lots of folk will attend to catch
up with each other and to welcome the
new Staunton residents. It will also be
good to hear people’s thoughts on what
they would like for future village events
and activities that would be popular at the
hall.
Finally, it is with great sadness that we
bade farewell to Mrs Ann Turner of Noke
Cottage. Ann was such a kindly person,
who gave so much for others and loved
being part of the village. She will be greatly
missed. Our thoughts are with her husband
Jim and all of her family.
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Call Malcolm Bithell on 01544 340437
Email: wgm.2004@outlook.com
Email:wgm.2004@outlook.com
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Reduced rate for over 60’s

CARPETS & VINYLS
Clive Chambers Flooring
records or cassettes but can’t
(Bradnor Cottage, Marden)
play them?

of audio music to mp3 for

Over 30 years’ experience
Top quality fitting
home
100’suse
of samples to choose from.

now available.

Choose your new flooring from the
comfort of your home
We can move and replace furniture
and also dispose of existing flooring

all Malcolm Bithell on 01544 340437

email malcolm.bithell@yahoo.co.uk

TEL. : 01432 880898
Mobile: 07713 136238

Email:
clivechambersflooring@ymail.com
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STAUNTON-ON-ARROW WI
As we are all too aware, the hope of
release from some of the restrictions
imposed due to COVID did not
materialise and we must all make the
best of a difficult situation. Nothing lasts
for ever and perhaps the younger ones
amongst us will talk to grandchildren
of what they did in the great pandemic
much as just a few of us are now able to
talk about the war. On bad days, when
perhaps we begin to wonder when this
will ever end, it is worth remembering
that many survived far worse. Our WI has
been a prime example of positive thinking
and mutual support throughout and will
continue to be so.
There has of course been no possibility
of village hall meetings so we continue
to Zoom each month. While this is
undoubtedly rather less satisfactory than
more normal social contact it is giving
members the opportunity to exchange
news and views. A variety of online activity
is being provided by the Herefordshire
Federation and this helps to replace face
to face events, speakers, monthly lunches
etc., that would otherwise keep everyone
involved.
These Zoom meetings are becoming
increasingly well supported as more
members become accustomed to using
the technology. Aside from the latest WI
news, Debbie Stokes once again organised
a quiz for our December, January, February
and March meetings. Topics for discussion
were pre-arranged on these occasions

and in March a talk and demonstration
of Chair Yoga by Sarah Williams proved
popular. Members were invited to take
part following instructions and although
this proved a little more tiring than
expected it may prove to be inspiration
for a new activity when COVID
restrictions are actually lifted.
When we are eventually able to meet at
the village hall please consider visiting us
with a view to joining us as a full member:
visitors and prospective members of
all ages are welcome - £4 to include
refreshments. In normal times 7.30 pm
at Staunton on Arrow village hall on the
second Wednesday of the month.
There is more information about us plus
photos, reports of our meetings and other
activities on our website.
www.stauntononarrowwi.weebly.com
Alison Lord:
Correspondence Secretary

01544340256

Vanessa Woodward:
Minutes Secretary

01544388964

All aspects of your plumbing & heating needs taken
care of, including:
Bathroom installs and tiling
Fault finding
Pipe repairs
Tap replacements
For reviews and examples of my work,
please visit my facebook page:
adbplumbingheating
Ashley Bugden
Plumbing & Heating Engineer
07793 558418
adbplumbing@hotmail.co.uk
Shobdon, Herefordshire

‘Pembridge Village
Shop and Holiday Let’
Locally Sourced Products
Artisan Food & Drink, Groceries
Swift’s Artisan Breads, Teme Dairy Milk
Local Wines & Gins
Hand Crafted Beers & Ciders
Fruit & Veg, Cards & Gifts
Chocolates & Sweets
Home Delivery Free of Charge
Tel. 01544388506, visit us on Facebook
www.holidaycottages.co.uk
‘The Old Bakehouse’

Our solid luxury hot tubs are the
VIP experience for that extra-special
treat at an affordable price
*NO CHEAP INFLATABLES*
Relaxation - stress release &
muscle tissue relaxation, Romantic
evenings, Glamourous hen parties,
Staycations, Birthday or anniversary
treats, BBQs and garden parties,
PLEASE VISIT OUT WEBSITE FOR
FUTHER INFORMATION AND PRICES

jo@hottubshire.com
07765 3015 10

www.hottubshire.com

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
This year Christian aid week
will be from the 10th to the 16th
of May. Even if we are allowed to
collect, I don’t want to ask anyone
to put themselves or any other
resident at risk by handling envelopes, gates, doorbells etc during
the current pandemic. The need
is greater than ever though, with
covid on top of climate change
and all the other problems facing
the world’s poorest people; so if
you are able to give through the

the internet, please go to caweek.
org. I’m too old fashioned for that,
so will be sending a cheque payable to Christian Aid to Christian
Aid, 35 Lower Marsh, London SE1
7RL
I know Pembridge people are
very generous and caring, so
THANK YOU in advance.
Keep Safe
Janice Moore

CLUTTER CLEARED
• Too good for landfill
• Free collection for re useable goods
• Area covered - Herefordshire
Over time we all accumulate things
that we no longer use or need.
Some things are too good to throw away.

A professional and friendly ACCOUNTANCY
SERVICE for individuals and small businesses.

We are a local friendly service and will collect
unwanted re-useable goods free of charge.
Job lots preferred.
Unable to take large furniture, beds, settees.

• ACCOUNTS • TAX • VAT • PAYROLL
• BOOKKEEPING AND OTHER
BUSINESS SERVICES
• EXPLAINED IN PLAIN SIMPLE ENGLISH

Please call:

01544 340 377
or
07508 461 523
email

136d0000@gmail.com

Dedicated to guiding you
into the digital age
T 01544 350214
M 07786 293592
E elsa@elsajones.co.uk

SunCare

Home Support

MILLER TREE SERVICES

Established 1998

Who are we?

SunCare provide affordable care and
assistance within a 15 mile radius of
Kington.

What can we provide?
Personal care including bathing and
dressing.
Meal preparation and cooking.
Prompting with medication.
Domestic tasks and laundry.
Assistance to go shopping or we can
go for you.
A sit in service for carers to enable
them to have time for themselves.

Ring Carole or Barbara to discuss your
needs in confidence on 01544 231413
Email: info@suncarehomecare.co.uk
www. suncarehomecare.co.uk

 Tree surgery, felling and removal

 Garden maintenance / Hedge cutting

 NPTC Qualified / Fully insured with N.F.U.

 Reliable and courteous worker – Tom Miller

TEL: 07795 385 451 / 01584 831 395
FIREWOOD FOR SALE, NATURALLY
SEASONED HARD WOOD LOGS

COOKERY DEMONSTRATIONS 2020

Complete, Caring, Professional Health Care
for
Farm Animals, Domestic Pets & Horses.

cook & bake Junior - new for 2020

Fully Equipped Modern Surgery & Diagnostic Services
Easy Access & Parking for lorries & trailers.
24 Hour Emergency Care by our Own Team.
Consultations by Appointment

Presteigne :

Kington:
Butts Meadow
Hatton Gardens
Kington
Herefordshire
HR5 3DD

Unit 7
The Enterprise Park
Presteigne
Powys
LD8 2UF

Tel: 01544 267626

Tel: 01544 230567

*Now open fulltime*

www.arrowfieldvets.co.uk

ARROWVALE BRANCH OF MOTHERS’ UNION
With much sadness we have to report that Pat Leveck, who was in her 100th
year, has died. She had been a member of MU for many years, and we send our
condolences and love to her family at this sad time.
Although we are not able to meet in person, we have been busy, talking on the
phone and on zoom and we are announcing a new initiative which focuses on
prayer. Prayer is not just for Sunday!

Praying With Purpose:
A Mother’s Union Initiative
The Arrowvale MU Branch has decided
to take part in the “Praying with Purpose”
Initiative to encourage everyone to make
prayer part of their daily lives.You will
have seen in the pew sheet some of the
ideas that the MU have thought about,
following three very successful Zoom
meetings with members throughout the
country. We hope to focus on various
themes over the coming months. We will
be directed by our Rector, but we would
welcome contributions and ideas. Please
do contact me or indeed the Rev’d Anna,
who is also a Branch member of the MU.
The MU was founded in 1876 but it is
still extremely active throughout the UK
and indeed the world with over 4 million
members. In many ways, its name is rather
outdated, as the aim of the charity is to
support the family whatever the makeup
of that unit happens to be. Men are just
as welcome as ladies. Indeed, the Bishop of
Hereford is a member of the MU! In the
Arrowvale Branch we are a very friendly
group who enjoy worship and a good chat

over tea and cake when Covid rules allow.
We are looking forward to meeting again
but please remember lifts can always be
arranged. Please contact Sarah Westaby,
Branch Leader 01568 708740 for more
information.
Easter Eggs
Easter Eggs! Easter Eggs!
Give to him that begs!
For Christ the Lord is risen.
Those who hoard can’t afford
Moth and rust their reward!
For Christ the Lord is risen.
Those who love freely give
Long and well may the live!
For Christ the Lord is risen.
Eastertide, like a bride, comes
And won’t be denied!
For Christ the Lord is risen.
From a traditional Russian Easter
song, Dalalin.

BATS IN CHURCHES SCHEME
Pembridge Church, as you may already
be aware, has for many years shared
its building with bats and unfortunately
this has resulted in some damage to our
fixtures and fittings and caused extra
workload to members of the church in
managing the cleaning.
We are not alone in this and over the
last few years a Bats in Churches scheme
has been set up to try to mitigate against
future damage whilst also maintaining
the bats habitat, as required by law. The
scheme is the result of a combination of
the following interested parties, Natural
England, The Church of England, Historic
England, The Bats Conservation Trust and
The Churches Conservation Trust working
together to secure funding and to manage
a national scheme to help churches who
have been identified as having a problem.
These problems vary vastly in the different
churches, with the main problem in
Pembridge being the size of the building
and its use as a “Bat Nightclub!” with bats
flying throughout the church overnight
leaving droppings as they go.
Several studies have been undertaken
over the last few years identifying the
breed of bat using the church, identifying
roosts, including a large maternity roost,
and recording the number of bats visiting
the building and surrounding area. These
reports have meant that ecologists working
for the Bats in Churches scheme have been
able to suggest a number of solutions that
will hopefully benefit the church as well as
safeguarding the bats.
Earlier this year permissions were
granted and licences issued for the first
phase of work to be carried out in March.

This included the installation of enclosed
bat boxes internally in the SW corner
of the church and the boarding in of the
maternity roost in the same area allowing
access to the bats but preventing the fall
of droppings onto the floor and furniture
below. Also at this time our ecologists will
be blocking up roost sites found within
the roof of the nave, with the whole work
hoping to encourage the bats to a smaller
area of the church where cleaning can be
more easily managed and damage reduced.
The success of this work will be monitored
over the summer months and further
work and deterrents may be used to
resolve the identified problems, if required.
We look forward to a positive result
from the works carried out, recognising
that without this scheme in place
we would be forever cleaning up bat
droppings, wiping down surfaces and
dealing with the downside of living with
bats as well as being part of a scheme
securing the future of bats, which as we
all know were once in such decline that
legislation was put in place to secure their
future.
If you would like more information on
the Bats in Churches project
please check their website on:

https://batsinchurches.org.uk
or if you would like further information
relating to the studies that have taken place
in the church please contact me on:

Jacqui.pitfield@yahoo.co.uk

LADIES’ AT KINGTON GOLF CLUB
The beauty of golf is that everyone
can play it, irrespective of age,
ability or fitness level.You can play
competitively, or you can play for fun.
It is a game of integrity and character.
Golf is the only sport without
referees. It teaches you to be honest
and battle with yourself to overcome
self-doubt.
Golf is a good workout for your
mind and body. 18 holes at Kington is
about 5 miles and you will burn up to
2000 calories. The views are breathtaking, the scenery amongst the best
you will find on any course in the
UK. Even if you have not played your
best, you will still feel refreshed and
energised by the beauty of Bradnor
Hill.
Golf is sociable, with the handicap
system allowing for players of all
abilities to play together. But if you
are a beginner, why not join our
Ladies New to Golf Group Sessions,
which are hopefully beginning in
March 2021. There is nothing better
than sharing a few holes with friends,
supporting each other both on and
off the course and then sharing a
coffee, a glass of wine or a delicious
meal in our lovely clubhouse.
We are all so proud of our friendly
club and magnificent course. Kington
Golf Club has received so many
accolades. It is the number 1 course

in Herefordshire, ranked number 5 in
UK courses under 6000 yards and is
in the top 5 UK Inland courses with
Panoramic Views. However, you will
find that we are also very affordable,
as we are ranked 18, in the Top 100
Best Value for Money Courses in
Great Britain. All on your doorstep!
Whether you are a golfer looking
for a friendly club or a beginner
looking for a new challenge, Kington
Ladies Section is ready and waiting to
welcome you. We offer something for
everyone. Competitions are played
over your choice of 9, 12 or 18 holes,
on Tuesdays or Saturdays. There are
a mix of traditional and fun formats
or, if you prefer to just play social golf,
you will never be short of a partner.
We would love you to join us!
For more information
please phone:
Wendy

01568 709208
KGC Professional Shop

01544 230340 opt 1
Website

kingtongolf.co.uk
Toinette Davies

All funerals personally conducted
All funerals personally conducted

24 hour service

24 hour service ▪ Enquiries from all areas welcome
Private Chapel of Rest ▪ Pre-paid funeral plans available

Enquiries from all areas welcome
Telephone
01547
528554
Private
Chapel
of Rest
All funerals
personally
conducted
Email: info@geoffhallfunerals.co.uk

24 hour service ▪ Enquiries from all areas welcome

Pre-paid
funeral plans available
www.geoffhallfunerals.co.uk
Private Chapel of Rest ▪ Pre-paid funeral plans available
Wylcwm Close � Knighton � Powys LD7 1AA

Telephone 01547 528554
Email: info@geoffhallfunerals.co.uk
www.geoffhallfunerals.co.uk

WylcwmWylcwm
Close, Close
Knighton,
Powys
� Knighton
� LD7
Powys1AA
LD7 1AA

A.W. Hughes & Son
Independent Family Funeral Directors
Traditional Burials, Green Burials & Cremations,
Headstones Supplied, Fixed, Cleaned & Restored.

OFFA’S
ORCHARD
GREEN BURIAL GROUND

Kington, Herefordshire
Tel: 01544 370217
also at

Presteigne, Powys
Tel: 01544 267778
Mob: 07881 094 904
Email: awhughesandson@hotmail.com
www.awhughesandson.co.uk

ALAN LEWIS
GARAGE SERVICES
Servicing
Diagnostics
Repairs
VW/Audi group
diagnostic specialist
Vintage Car Technician
Beech Croft
Mortimer’s Cross
HR6 9TG

07769 535622
Border Bowen
Bowen Technique
A Gentle and Relaxing Therapy

Ba cka che? F rozen Shoulder?
Pa inful Joints?
Mobility P roblems? Sports
Injury?
Or Ma ybe Just Out of Sorts?
Is This You?
Bowen Thera py could help.
Michelle Shipley offers Bowen Treatments
at Pembridge
Tel: 01544 387952 or email:
michelleshipley@outlook.com

surprised by the welcome given by the
Iranian people to visitors from the UK.
Since then member have kept in touch
on Facebook page SOAWI. We have
also managed to ZOOM on the second
Wednesday in June, our usual meeting date.
A second attempt for the July meeting was
less successful as a result of broadband failure
but all went well a week later and members
appeared, some having secured a visit to the
hairdresser
thus looking
rather
more
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Overlooking quiet, rolling Herefordshire
farmland, with well-ventilated, spacious
modern classrooms, beautiful outside
areas and the refurbished old school
buildings, we believe we are in the
perfect location. We want your children
to learn and develop as safely as they can.
Our experienced staff know all our
pupils and this helps to generate a
family atmosphere, where relationships
are warm and friendly. With a strong
academic record, we have a history of
providing a creative range of experiences.
Breakfast and afterschool provision are
provided for those who need wraparound care. Why not come and have a
look around our school and nursery?

J. TEELAN
CARPENTRY

lightning or in rain/When the hurly burley’s
done/When the COVID’S been and gone/
When a vaccine has been found/ Where the
place?/At Staunton’s
JimHall/Where
Teelan we hope to
meet again.” (Apologies to Shakespeare)

01544 388333
07930 555995

When we are eventually able to meet at the
village hall please consider visiting us with a
view to joining us as a full member: visitors
and prospective members of all ages are
welcome
- £4 to cabinets
include refreshments.
In
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Alisonwww.bearwood-carpentry.co.uk
Lord:
Correspondence
Secretary .. 01544340256
teelans@yahoo.co.uk
Vanessa Woodward:
J Teelan Carpentry
Minutes Secretary ................. 01544388964

Little Elms Nursery for ages 2-4, being
community run, would like to offer its
support to local families recovering
from the economic hardships caused by
Covid 19. We are offering places at just
£4 an hour for the next academic year.
We accept both 15 hours and 30 hours
government funded places, along with
additional privately funded sessions.
If you would like to see the nursery or
school please email:
admin@almeley.hereford.sch.uk
or telephone us on 01544 327 267
Thank you
Matthew Maund Headteacher

THEBOWEN
BOWEN TECHNIQUE
THE
TECHNIQUE

07799604437 or 01544 388522
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Green Acre, Staunton on Arrow,
Pembridge, Leominster, HR6 9HT

Emma’s Dog HousE
BUILDER
At Emma’s Dog House your best friend stays
in our home as a member of the family
loved and cared for.
We offer day care or longer stays and only
look after a small number of dogs at any one
time ensuring they are safe and happy with
friends to play with.
With 25 years experience in animal welfare
we are just outside Staunton on Arrow village.
For more information please visit:

www.emmasdoghouse.co.uk
or call Emma on:

07495 885 653
We are licensed with Herefordshire Council
and Fully Insured.

BRICKWORK  BLOCKWORK
STONEWORK
BUILDING  RENOVATION
LANDSCAPING
RE-POINTING  PAVING
I can help with:
Building & repairs to piers, walls, door
openings, retaining walls, laying patios,
small extensions.
No job too small – no VAT
Tel: 07967 517633

garyskilton@gmail.com

BRP Architecture Ltd.
w w w .b r p a r c h i t e c t u r e l t d .c o m

Free Initial Consultation
Telephone: 01544 230 471
E m a i l : brparchitecture@ g m a i l .c o m

Planning Applica
Building Regula
Construc
Drawings
Conversions & Renova
Extensions & New Builds
3 D Design & Visualisa

Beauty with Lilia
mobile service
Massage • Spray Tan
Waxing • Facial
Cambridge Diet

07957 603939

lilianeill3939@gmail.com
Fully qualified & insured
GSPublisherVersion 170.61.63.100

Computer
Problems?
 PCs repaired & serviced
 Viruses removed
 Second hand PCs
 Equipment installed
 Problems diagnosed

pauljroberts@gmail.com
 01568 708222
Call any time, leave a message if I am unavailable.
Reasonable rates, evening call outs,
no call out charge.

Chartered Physiotherapist
BSc Hons MCSP MAACP
Assessment and treatment
for MSK injuries, Vertigo and
Neurological disorders.
Qualified in Medical
Acupuncture.
07494643574 / 01568708304
ncphysio@outlook.com
www.ncphysio.com
Shobdon Herefordshire

R A Sumner
MIOC

Tr a d i t i o n a l B u i l d i n g

Carpenter

Local, Competitive, Quality

30 Years Experience
Carpentry.
Property maintenance,
Home improvements,
Decoration, Tiling,
korinn.sumner@btinternet.com

01544 388144

THE INSTITUTE
OF CARPENTERS

•Lime Plastering
•Lime Pointing
•Timber Repairs
•Stone Masonry

Tel: 07772 917 327
Tom@jonesandfraser.com

www. jonesandfraser.com

REDEMPTION SONGS: CRIME AND PUNISHMENT
AND THE DIVINE COMEDY
There’s an episode of ‘Father Ted’ when a writer, Polly, moves into the house next to
Ted’s and, in an effort to impress her, the priest displays whatever somewhat fancy books
he happens to have lying around. Polly picks out a copy of Crime And Punishment and
asks Ted whether Dostoevsky’s “sense of commitment wane[d] towards the end” and if
so, when. Ted’s reply: “Around the time he stopped writing about crime and went on to
the punishment bit. It began to drag a bit there for me.”
It’s a great line, but it highlights a problem that it seems quite a lot of people seem have
with Crime And Punishment; Dostoevsky’s representation of Raskolnikov’s crime is so
effective that the character’s redemption arc seems somewhat lacklustre. It is only until
the end of Book 6 that Raskolnikov confesses to the murders he has committed and
not until the final pages of the Epilogue that he begins to take the road to redemption.
Dostoevsky’ narrator explicitly points out in the final lines of the book that “at this point
a new story begins, the story of a man’s gradual renewal, his gradual rebirth,” but that the
reader of Crime and Punishment will not get to see it. Dostoevsky is instead presenting
only the conditions that lead up to the potential of a man’s redemption. We do not get
to see the actual redemption itself. Of course this is intentional. Crime and Punishment
is not about redemption, it is, if anything, a state of the nation novel, looking at the moral
depravation of the age. I believe that many readers reject the ending to Crime and
Punishment because it seems Raskolnikov himself does not want to be redeemed, and so
does not deserve to.
There are more single volume translations of the Divine Comedy’s first section,
Inferno, than there are of the poem’s other books. The suggestion by one critic, whose
article I am very sorry to say that I cannot find despite hours of searching both my own
collection of books and the internet, is that our preference for the Inferno is a preference
for depictions of suffering over redemption. There is something very human in being
fascinated by suffering, by the macabre and by the darker aspects of humanity. But this
fascination also misses the aspect of the suffering narrative that is more human even
than Schadenfreude; our ability to forgive and to be forgiven. Crime and Punishment’s
social satire does not mean anything if Dostoevsky does not believe in the possibility
that society can change for the better. The Divine Comedy falls apart if we focus on its
suffering it that ignores the fact that we can be so much more than just sinners. The
best part of The Divine Comedy is Purgatorio.Various translators talk about its more
lyrical style as poetry, which is accurate, but it is also more human than the Inferno is.
Purgatorio presents our flaws yes, but it also presents our potential to be better than
we are.
James Dawes, Editor

COMMUNITY CORNER

Co – Co
Kington Compassionate
Community
We are a group of volunteers, trained
by St Michael’s Hospice who visit (or
contact by telephone through Covid)
people identified by the staff of
Kington Surgery as being lonely and
needing befriending.

Are you interested in becoming a
Co–Co volunteer?
We are planning to have a training
course in the Spring for new
volunteers.
For more information please contact
Deborah or ST. Michael Horne on

01544 340604
or email

homemichael794@gmail.com

Note from the Rector: I would like to
draw attention to the Co-Co initiative,
which is based in Kington Surgery, which
of course covers much of the Arrowvale
group of parishes. If you felt able to
volunteer it would be greatly appreciated

Introducing the new Community
Corner. If you have any items of
interest to the local community
please send to the editor at the
email address on page 2.

Dear Anna and all the team at
Lyonshall,
I’m Roseann and I am your
local Relationship Manager
at The Children’s Society.
I just wanted to say a huge
thank you for the £154.55
you donated to The Children’s
Society in January. This year
has been incredibly tough for
all charities, and knowing the
children and young people we
support need us more than
ever, makes it even harder, so
donations like yours are vital.
Thank you so much.
I’ve attached some of our
latest news by way of a thank
you, please do feel free to
share this information.
And if there’s anything I can
support you with, please get
in touch.
Roseann Thompson
Relationship Manager
The Children’s Society

April/May 2021

SERVICES
Due to the impossibility of trying to organise services and meetings
for two months in advance, listings will now be posted up weekly on
The Arrowvale Pewsheet and on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/anna.branston
www.facebook.com/shobdon.church
www.facebook.com/StMarysChurchPembridge
If you would like to join the Pewsheet mailing list
please email Anna on:
abranston2002@gmail.com
The Arrowvale Website:
www.arrowvalechurches.org.uk
If you would like to recieve the Pewsheet through the post please
contact your Churchwardens (details inside)

Service details and magazine content available on-line at
www.arrowvalechurches.org.uk

